




     The theme of the 187th Diocesan Convention was “Called Together,” and this year 
the convention was asked to consider how we all are called together in the church’s 
mission of reconciliation. 
     This year’s theme was the second year of a three-year cycle based on Presiding 
Bishop Michael Curry’s three foundations of the Jesus Movement. 
     Representing Holy Apostles at the convention, held in Decatur and hosted by 
St. John’s Episcopal Church of Decatur, were The Reverend Blake R. Hutson, Rector; 
the Reverend Marti Holmes, Deacon; The Reverend Worth Stuart, Curate; and 
lay representatives Mary and Harry Babbitt and Lynn and Bill Gerdes.
     Workshops and caucus elections were held at the DoubleTree Hotel while the 
business sessions and gala were held at the Ingalls Harbor Pavilion on the 
Tennessee River.
     Hearings were held on the six resolutions that were pre-filed for consideration 
at the convention. Following these hearings, clergy and delegates were invited to the 
Princess Theatre in downtown Decatur to celebrate the opening Holy Eucharist. 
     The first business session began at 4 p.m. on Friday, with 68 parishes and 107 canonical priests present.
     Bishop Sloan introduced the keynote speaker, the Rt. Rev. Robert C. Wright, the 10th Bishop of the Diocese of Atlanta. Bishop 
Wright’s remarks centered on the familiar invitation from Ephesians 5:2, “Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself for us 
as an offering and sacrifice to God.”  He said “walking in love, which means practically, taking up the ministry of reconciliation as 
individuals and collectively.” Bishop Wright pointed to the many ways that we are sent gratitude. Bishop Wright reminded us that 
we should be encouraged in these times of division, as they are a “wonderful precondition for our light to shine.”
     Among several business items considered was a resolution that proposed a change to the canons that allowed deacons a 
representative vote at the convention, with one voting representative for every seven deacons. The proposed change would allow 
each deacon a vote. After the resolution was introduced, a motion to amend the resolution was made and approved. After brief 
discussion from the floor, the resolution, as amended, was voted on by orders and was approved by more than 75 percent 
in both Orders.
     The Alabama Episcopalian will include a full rundown on the convention as will the Diocesan website, http://www.dioala.org/

Bishop Sloan begins convention with 
Holy Eucharist at Princess Theatre. 
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